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VIETNAM HUMAN RIGHTS ACT OF 2013; CONCERNING T H E 
ONGOING CONFLICT IN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
THE CONGO; EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE HOUSE 
THAT THE PRESIDENT SHOULD NOMINATE A QUALIFIED 
AND INDEPENDENT INDIVIDUAL FOR THE POSITION OF 
INSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
AND BROADCASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS; AND RECOG- 
NIZING THE LONG-TERM PARTNERS HI P AND FRIENDSHIP 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE HASHEMITE 
KINGDOM OF JORDAN 


THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 2013 

House of Representatives, 

Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

Washington, DC. 

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:10 a.m., in room 
2172 Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Edward Royce (chair- 
man of the committee) presiding. 

Chairman Royce. The committee will come to order. 

Pursuant to notice, we meet to mark up four bipartisan meas- 
ures. As all members were notified earlier this week, to expedite 
our consideration of these non-controversial items, we will take up 
en bloc the text previously provided to your offices which all mem- 
bers have before them. 

And so without objection, the following items are considered as 
read and will be considered en bloc: H.R. 1897, the Vietnam 
Human Rights Act of 2013; House Resolution 131, concerning the 
ongoing conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo; the bipar- 
tisan amendment in the nature of a substitute to House Resolution 
131 offered by Congresswoman Bass; House Resolution 273, ex- 
pressing the sense of the House that the President should nomi- 
nate an Inspector General of the Department of State and Broad- 
casting Board of Governors; House Resolution 222, recognizing the 
long-term partnership and friendship between the United States 
and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan; and the bipartisan amend- 
ment in the nature of a substitute to House Resolution 222 offered 
by Mr. Meeks. 

[The information referred to follows:] 
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113T1I CONGRESS 
1st Session 


H. R. 1897 


To p.fomote freedom and democi'acy in Vietnam. 


IN THE TTOUSE OP REPRESENTATTIH^S 

iL\Y 8, 2013 

Mr. Smith of New Jersey (for liimself, Mr. KOTCE, Mr. WOLH, Ms. LOPGEEN, 
and Ml-. LOWEMTHAH) mti-odueed the follownig- bill; wliicli was referred 
to the Committee on Iforeign Affairs 


A BILL 

To promote freedom and democracy in Vietnam. 


1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of liepresenta- 

2 fives of the United States ofAwicrica in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

4 (a) Short Title. — This Act may be cited as the 

5 “Vietnam TTuinari Riglits Act of 2013”. 

6 (b) Table of Contents. — T he table of contents for 

7 this Act is as follows: 

See. 1 . Short title; table of eoiitents. 

See. 2. Piiidings and purpose. 

See. 3. Prohibition on increasen.l nonhiinianitarian assistanee to the Governiuent 
of Vietnam. 

See. 4. United States public diplomacy. 

Sec. 5. United Nations Human Plights Council, 

Sec. 6. Annual report. 
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1 SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE. 

2 (a) Findings. — Congress finds the following: 

3 (i) I’lie relationship between the United States 

4 and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam has gimi-ri 

5 substantially since the end of the trade embargo in 

6 1994. with annual trade between the two countries 

7 reaching nearly $25,000,000,000 in 2012. 

8 (2) Idle CloA’ernment of Vietnam's transition to- 

9 ward greater economic freedom and trade has not 

10 been matched by greater political freedom and sub- 

1 1 stantial improvements in basic human lights for Vi- 

12 ettiamese citizens, including freedom of religion, ex- 

13 pi'ession, association, and assembly. 

14 (3) The United States Congress agreed to Viet- 

15 nam becoming an official member of the World 

16 Trade Organization in 2006, amidst assurances that 

17 the Government of Vietnam was steadily improeing 

18 its human rights record and would continue to do so. 

19 (4) Vietnam remains a one-party state, niled 

20 and controlled by the Communist Party of Vietnam 

21 (CPV), which continues to deny the right of citizens 

22 to change their tiovemmeiit. 

23 (5) Although in recent years the National As- 

24 sembly of Vietnam has played an increasingly active 

25 role as a foram for higlilighting local coiieeriis, cor- 
ruption, and inefficiency, the National Assembly re- 


26 
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1 mains subject to the direction of the CPV and the 

2 GPV maintains control over the selection of can- 

3 didates in national and local elections. 

4 (6) The Government of Vietnam forbids public 

5 challenge to the legitimacy of the one-paily state, re- 

6 stricts freedoms of opinion, the press, and associa- 

7 tion and tightty limits access to the Internet and 

8 tejeeommunieatioTi . 

9 (7) Since Vietnam's accession to the WTO on 

10 January 11, 2007, the Government of Vietnam arbi- 

11 trarily arrested and detained niirnerons individuals 

12 for their peaceful advocacy of religions freedom, de- 

13 mocracy, and human rights, including Father- 

14 Nguyen Van Ly, human rights lawyers Nguyen Van 

15 Dai, Le Tlii Cong Nlran, Cu Huy Ila Vu, and Le 

16 Cong Dinli, aird bloggers Nguyen Van Hai, Ta 

17 Phong Tan, and Le Van Son. 

18 (8) The Govermnent of Vietnam eontiriues to 

19 detain, imprison, place under house arrest, eoiiGet, 

20 or othei-\Vse restrict persons for the peaceful expres- 

21 sion of disserrtirrg political or- religious views. 

22 (9) The Government of Vietnam continues to 

23 detain labor leaders and restricts the right to orga- 

24 nize independently. 
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1 { 1 0) The Government of Vietnam contimies to 

2 limit the freedom of relij^ion, restriet tlie operations 

3 of indepeiieleiit religions organizations, and persecute 

4 believers whose religious activities the Government 

5 regards as a potential threat to its monopoly on 

6 power. 

7 (11) Despite reported progi’ess in church open- 

8 ing’s and legal registrations of religions venues, the 

9 Government of Vietnam has halted most positive ac- 

10 tions since the Department of State lifted tlie ‘‘coiin- 

11 try of particular concem'’ ((JFC) designatioti for 

12 Vietnam in November 2006. 

13 (12) Unregistered ethnic miuoiity Protestant 

14 congregations, particularly Montagnards in the (.Vii- 

15 tral and Northwest Iligtilands, suffer severe abuses 

16 because of actions by the Government of Vietnam, 

17 which have included forced renunciations of faith, 

18 arrest and harassment, the withholding of social piro- 

19 grams proGded for the general population, confisea- 

20 tion and destruction of pioperty, subjection to severe 

21 beatings, and repoited deaths. 

22 (13) There has been a pattern of Golent re- 

23 spouses by the Government to peaceful prayer Ggils 

24 and demonstrations by Ca.tholies for the return of 
(Tovernment-coiifiscated church properties. Fro- 


25 
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5 

1 testers have been harassed, beaten, and detained 

2 and chiireh properties have been destroyed. (Jatliolies 

3 also continue to face some restrictions on selection 

4 of clergj% the establishment of seminaries and semi- 

5 naiy candidates, and individual cases of travel and 

6 church registration. 

7 (14) In May 2010 the village of Con Dan, a 

8 Catholic parish in Da Nang, faced escalated violence 

9 during a funeral procession as police attempted to 

10 prohibit a religious burial in the village cenK'teiy; 

11 more than 100 villagers were injured, 62 were ar- 

12 rested, fme were tortured, and at least three died. 

13 (15) The Unified Buddliist Church of Vietnam 

14 (UBCV) suffers persecution as the Gov-ernment of 

15 Vietnam continues to restrict contacts and movc- 

16 ment of senior TJBCV clergy for refusing to join the 

17 state-sponsored Buddhist organization, the Govem- 

18 merit restricts expression and assembly, and the 

19 Government continues to harass and threaten TJBCV 

20 monks, nuns, and youth leaders. 

21 (16) The Government of Vietnam continues to 

22 sn]ipress the activities of other religious adherents, 

23 including Cao Dai and Hoa Hao Buddhists who lack 

24 official recognition or have chosen not to affiliate 

25 with the state-sanctioned gi’oups, including through 
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1 the use of detention, imprisonment, and strict Gov- 

2 ernmerit oversight. 

3 (17) Many Moiitagnards and others are still 

4 sendng long prison sentences for their involvement 

5 in peaceful demonstrations in 2001, 2002, 2004, 

6 and 2008. Montagiiards continue to face threats, de- 

7 teiition, beatings, forced renunciation of faith, prop- 

8 erri^ destniction, restricded movement, and reported 

9 deaths at the hands of Government officials. 

10 (18) Ethnic minority Hmong in Northc'rn Vicit- 

11 na,m, the Noitlivvest Highlands, and the Central 

12 HigMands of Vietnam also suffer restrictions, confis- 

13 cation of propeity, abuses, and pei’secution by the 

14 Government of Vietnam. 

15 (19) The Government of ’\Tctnam restricts 

16 Edimer Eirom expi-ession, assembly, and association, 

17 has confiscated nearly all the Theravada Euddhist 

18 temples, controls all Edimer Kaon Buddhist religious 

19 organizations and ]:)rohibits most peaceful protests. 

20 (20) The Government of Vietnam controls near- 

21 ly all pi'int and electronic media, including access to 

22 the Internet, jams the signals of some tbreigii radio 

23 stations, including Radio Free Asia, and has de- 
tained and imprisoned individuals who have posted, 


24 
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1 published, sent, or otheTOuse distributed democracy- 

2 related materials. 

3 (21) People an-ested in Vietnam beeaiise of 

4 their political or religious affiliations and activities 

5 often are not accorded due legal process as they lack 

6 full access to lawyers of their choice, may experience 

7 closed trials, have often been detained for years 

8 without trial, and have been subjected to the use of 

9 torture to admit crimes they did not commit or to 

10 falsdy denounce their own Icaiders. 

11 (22) Vietnam continues to be a source countiy 

12 for the commercial sexual exploitation and forced 

13 labor of women and giils, as well as foi’ men and 

14 women legally entering into international labor con- 

15 tracts who subsequent^ face conditions of debt 

16 bondage or forced labor, and is a destination countiy 

17 for child trafficking and continues to hav^e internal 

18 human traffieking. 

19 (23) There are many reports of \detnamese of- 

20 ficials and eniplov'^ees participating in, facilitating, 

21 condoning, or otlieivvise being eomplicit in severe 

22 forms of human tTaffickiug. 

23 (24) United States refugee resettlement pro- 

24 grams, iucindiug the Hnmauitariau Resettleineut 

25 (HR) Program, the Orderly^ Departure Program 
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1 (ODP), Resettlement Opportunities for Vietnamese 

2 Returnees (KOATx) ProgTtiixi, general resettlement of 

3 boat people from refugee camps throughout South- 

4 east Asia, the Amerasian Homecoming Act of 1988, 

5 and the Priority One Refugee resettlement category, 

6 have helped rescue Vietnamese nationals who have 

7 suffered persecution on account of their associations 

8 vith the United States or, in many eases, because of 

9 such associations by their spouses, parents, or other 

10 family mmnbers, as well as other Vietnamese nation- 

11 als who have been persecuted because of race, reli- 

12 gion, nationality, political opinion, or membership in 

13 a particidar- social group. 

14 (25) While precious programs have seiwed their 

15 purposes well, a significant number of eligible refu- 

16 gees fi’oin Vietnam were unfairly denied or excluded, 

17 including Amerasians, in some cases by vindictive or 

18 corrupt Vietnamese officials who controlled access to 

19 the programs, and in others by luiited States per- 

20 sonnel who imposed unduly restrictive interpreta- 

21 lions of program criteria. In addition, the Govem- 

22 ment of Vietnam has denied passports to ]xeTSons 

23 who the United States has found eligible for refugee 
admission. 


24 
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1 (26) The Government of Vietnam reportedly is 

2 detaining- tens of thousands of people, with some as 

3 young as 12 years old, in government-nin drug de- 

4 tention centers and treating them as slave laborers. 

5 (27) In 2012, over 150,000 people sigimd an 

6 online petition calling on the Adniinistrcition to not 

7 expand trade with communist Vietnam at the ex- 

8 pense of human rights. 

9 (28) Congi’ess has passed numerous resolutions 

10 eondenming human rights abuses in Vietnam, indi- 

11 eating that althougli there has been an exjjansiou of 

12 relations vVth the Government of Vietnam, it should 

13 not be coiisti'ued as approval of the ongoing and se- 

14 rious violations of fundamental human rights in 

15 Vietnam. 

16 (h) Purpose. — The purpose of this Act is to promote 

17 the development of freedom and democracy in Vietnam. 

18 SEC. 3. PROHIBITION ON INCREASED NONHUMANITARIAN 

1 9 ASSISTANCE TO THE GOVERNMENT OF VIET- 

20 NAM. 

21 (a) Assistance. — 

22 ( 1 ) In gentsr.vTj. — E xcept as ]jrovided in sub- 

23 section (b), the Federal Government may not pro- 

24 vide nonhnmanitariau assistance to the Goveminent 
of Vietnam during any fiscal jmar in an amount that 
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exceeds the amount of such assistance pro\dded for 
fiscal year 2012 unless — 


(A) ^Ath respect to the limitation for fiscal 
j’-ear 2014, the President determines and cer- 
tifies to Congress, not later than 30 days aftei- 
the date of the enactment of this Act, that the 
requirements of subparagraphs (A) through (G) 
of paragraph (2) have been met diu-ing the 12- 
month period ending on the date of the certifi- 
cation; and 

(B) with respect to the limitation for suli- 
sequent fiscal years, the President determines 
and certifies to Congress, in the most recent 
annual report submitted pursuant to section 6, 
that the requirements of subjiaragraphs (A) 
through ((}) of paragraph (2) have been met 
during the 12-month period covered by the re- 
port. 

(2) ReQUIREMKNTS. — The requirements of this 
pai-agraph are the following: 

(A) The Government of Vietnam has made 
substantial progress toward releasing all ]iolit- 
ical and religious prisoners from imprisonment, 
house arrest, and other forms of detention. 
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(B) The Government of Vietnam has made 
substantial pirogress toward — 

(i) respecting the right to freedom of 
religion, including the right to participate 
in religious activities aiid institutions with- 
out interference, harassment, or involve- 
ment of the Government, for all of Viet- 
uanrs diverse religious communities; and 

(ii) returning estates and properties 
confiscated from the churches and religious 
coTTiinunities. 

(G) The Government of Vietnam has made 
substantial progress toward respecting the right 
to freedom of expression, assembly, and associa- 
tion. including the release of independent jour- 
nalists, bloggei'S, and democracy and labor ac- 
tivists. 

(D) The Government of Vietnam has made 
substantial progress toward rejiealing or revis- 
ing lavv^s that eriininalize peaceful dissent, inde- 
pendent media, unsanctioned religious activity, 
and nomiolent demonstrations and rallies, in 
accordance with international standards and 
treaties to which Vietnain is a parfy. 


24 



(B) The Government of Anetnam has made 
substantial progress toward allowing- Adet- 
namese nationals free and open aee-ess to 


United States refugee programs. 

(F ) The Government of Adetnam has made 
substantial progress toward respecting the 
human rights of members of all ethnic and mi- 
nority groups. 

(G) Neither any official of the Government 
of Ad(;tnam nor any agency or entity wholly or 
{partly owned by Ihe Government of Vietnam 
was eomplicit in a severe form of trafficking in 
pei'soiis, 01- the Goverrmient of Adetnam took all 
appropriate steps to end any such complicity 
and hold such officicil, agency, or entity fully 
accountable foi- its conduct. 

(b) Exception. — 

(1) Continuation op assistance in the na~ 

TiON.tlj INTEREST. — NotvGthstauding the failure of 
the Goveiiiment of Adetnam to meet the require- 
ments of subsection {a)(2), the President may waive 
the ap]]lication of subsection (a) for any fiscal year 

if— 

(A) the President determines that the pro- 
vdsion to the Government of Vietnam of in- 
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creased non humanitarian assistance would pro- 
mote tlie purpose of this Act or is otherwise in 
the national interest of the United States; and 
(15) the Federal Government proUdes as- 
sistance, at levels coimneiisui-ate with, oi- ex- 
ceeding, any increases in nonhumamtarian as- 
sistance to Vietnam, that supports — 

(i) training ahout the obligation of the 
Government of Vietnam to respect the 
rights cnumerat«;d in the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; 

(ii) noncommercial rule of law pro- 
gi’animiug; and 

(iii) measures to overcome the jam- 
ming of Radio Free Asia hy the Govern- 
ment of Vietnam. 

(2) Exercise op wAneRR authority. — The 
President may exercise the authority under para- 
graph ( 1 ) with respect to — 

(A) all United States iionliumanitaiian as- 
sistance to Vietnam; or 

(H) one or more programs, projects, or ae- 
tivdties of such assistance. 

(c) TDkkIiMTIONS. — In this section: 
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1 (!) Nonttttmanttar ta n assist akce. — The 

2 term “iionliumaiiitarian assistaiiee” means — 

3 (A) any assistance under the Foreign As- 

4 sistaiice Act of 1961 (including programs under 

5 title of cliaptei- 2 of part I of that Act, relat- 

6 ing- to the Oinrseas Private Investment Cor- 

7 poration), other than — 

8 (i) disaster relief assistance, including 

9 any assistance under chapter 9 of part I of 

10 that Act; 

11 (ii) assistance which involves the pro- 

12 \hsion of food (including monetization of 

13 food) or medicine; 

14 (iii) assistance for eroironmeiital re- 

15 mediation of dioxin-contaminated sites and 

16 related health activities; 

17 (ixd assistance to combat severe forms 

1 8 of trafficking' in persons; 

19 (v) assistance to combat pandemic 

20 diseases: 

21 (vi) assistance for refugees; and 

22 (vii) assistance to combat [IIXYAIDS, 

23 including any assistance under section 

24 1 04A of that Act; and 
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1 (B) sales, or financing on any terms, under 

2 tlie Arms Export Control Act. 

3 (2) Sbatere form of traffickinci in per- 

4 SONS. — The term “severe form of trafficking in per- 

5 sons” means any activity described in section 103(8) 

6 of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 

7 (Public Law 106-386 (114 Stat. 1470); 22 P.S.G. 

8 7102(8)). 

9 (d) Efpectivti Date. — This section shall take effect 

10 on the date of the enactment of this A<‘t and sliall apply 

11 until respect to the provision ol‘ nonhumanitarian assist- 

12 ance to the Government of Vietnam for fiscal year 2014 

13 and subsequent fiscal years. 

14 SEC. 4. UNITED STATES PUBLIC DIPLOMACY. 

15 (a) Radio Free Asm Transmissions to Viet- 

16 NAM. — It is the sense of Congress that the United States 

17 should take measures to overcome the jamming of Radio 

18 Free Asia by the Government of Vietnam and that the 
!9 Broadcasting Board of (hwemors should not cut staffing, 

20 fnuding, or broadcast hours for the Vietnamese language 

21 seivices of the Voice of jVneiica and Radio Free Asia, 

22 which shall be done uathout reducing any other broadcast 

23 langnage seraees. 

24 (b) United States FjDijg.ational and Cedtukal 

25 Exoilvnge Programs With Vietnam. — I t is the sense 
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1 of Goiigi’ess tha,t any prognams of educational and cultural 

2 exchange between the United States and Vietnam should 

3 actively promote progress toward freedom and democracy 

4 in Vietnam by proVding’ opportunities to Vietnamese na- 

5 tionals from a wide range of occupations and perspectives 

6 to see fieedom and democracy in action and. also, by en- 

7 suring that Vietnamese nationals who have already dem- 

8 oustrated a commitment to these valnes are included in 

9 such programs. 

10 (c) United Nations Human Rights Council. — 

1 1 It is the sense of Congress that the Secretary of State 

12 should strongly oppose, and encourage other members of 

13 the United Nations to oppose, the candidacy of Vietnam 

14 for membership on the United Nations Human Rights 

15 Council for the term beginning in 2014. 

i 6 SEC. 5. RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING. 

!7 (a) Country of RarticuijAR Concern. — It is the 

18 sense of Congress that Vietnam should be designated as 

19 a eonntiy of particular concern for religious freedom pur- 

20 suaiit to section 402(b) of the International Religious 

21 Freedom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6442(b)). 

22 (b) Minimum St.4nt)Art)S for the EtjTmtnatton of 

23 Human Traihhcking. — It is the sense of Congress that 

24 the Govemineut of Vietnam does not fully comply with the 

25 minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking and 
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1 is not making significant efforts to bring itself into compli- 

2 ance, and this deteriidnation should be reflected in the an- 

3 niial report to (longress required pursuant to section 

4 110(b) of the Trafficking Auctims Protection Act of 2000 

5 (22 IT.S.C. 7107(b)). 

6 SEC. 6. ANNUAL REPORT. 

7 (a) In General. — Not later than six months after 

8 the date of the enactment of this Act and eveiy I 2 months 

9 thereafter, the Secretarj- of State shall submit to CoiigTess 

10 a report, on the following: 

11 (1) The determination and certilication of the 

12 President that the requirements of subparagraphs 

13 (A) through (G) of section 3(a)(2) have been met, 

14 if applicable. 

15 (2) If the President has waived the application 

16 of section 3(a) pui'suant to section 3(b) during the 

17 reporting period — 

18 (A) the national interest with respect to 

19 which such a wuiver was based; 

20 (B) the amount of increased iionhumani- 

21 tariau assistance provided to the Government of 

22 Vietnam; and 

23 (G) a description of the riye and amount 

24 


25 


of commensurate assistance pi'orided pursuant 
to section 3(b)(1)(B). 
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1 (3) Efforts by the Ignited States Govemnient to 

2 proiriote access by the Vietnamese fjeople to Radio 

3 Free Asia transmissions. 

4 (4) Efforts to ensnre that programs lAth Viet- 

5 mini promote the policy set forlli in section 102 of 

6 the Human Rights, Refugee, and Other Foreign Pol- 

7 icy Provisions Act of 1996 regarding participation in 

8 programs of educational and cultural exchange. 

9 (5) Lists of persons believed to be imprisoned, 

10 detained, or plac(;d under house arrest, tortured, or 

11 otheimise jiersecuted liy the (xovermnent of Vietnam 

12 due to their pursuit of internationally recognized 

13 human rights. In compiling such lists, the Secretary 

14 shall exercise appropriate discretion, including coii- 

15 corns regarding' the safety and security of, and ben- 

lb efit to, the persons who may be included on the lists 

17 and their families. Tii addition, the Secretary shall 

18 include a list of such persons and their families who 

19 may quali^^ for protections under United States ref- 

20 ugee progi-ams. 

21 (6) A description of the development of the rule 

22 of law in Vietnam, including — 

23 (A) progress tow^ard the development of iii- 
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1 (B) processes by which statutes, regyila- 

2 tioiis, rules, arid other leyral acts of the Govem- 

3 merit of Vietnam are developed and become 

4 binding within Vietnam; 

5 (C) the extent to which statutes, legula- 

6 tions, rales, administrative and judicial deci- 

7 sions, and other legal acts of the Government of 

8 Vietnam are published and are made accessible 

9 to the public; 

10 (B) the; extent to which administrative and 

1 1 judicial decisions are supported liy statemeuts 

12 of reasons that are based upon WTitten statutes, 

13 regulations, rules, and other legal acts of the 

14 Government of Vietnam; 

15 (E) the extent to which iiidmduals are 

16 treated eciually under the laws of Vietnam witli- 

17 out regard to citizenship, race, religion, political 

18 opinion, or current or former associations; 

!9 (F) the extent to which administrative and 

20 judicial decisions are independent of political 

21 pi'essure or governmental iutei'fei’euee and are 

22 reVewed by entities of a,p]3ellate jiuisdictiou; 

23 and 

24 (G) the extent to which laws in Vietnam 

25 are witteii and administered in ways that are 
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1 consistent with international human rights 

2 standards, including the rights enumerated in 

3 the International (Covenant on Cml and Folit- 

4 ical Itights. 

5 (h) Contacts With Other Organizations — In 

6 preparing the report under subsection (a), the Secretary 

7 shall, as appropriate, seek out and maintain eontaets with 

8 nongovernmental organizations and human rights advo- 

9 cates (including Vietnainese-Americans and human rights 

10 advocates in Vietnam), inriudiirg rcceiVng reports and up- 

11 dates from such organizations and evaluating such re- 

12 ports. The Secretaitv" shall also seek to consult with the 

13 United States Commission on Iriterrratioiral Beligious 

14 Ureedom tor appropriate sections of the report. 

Q 



113T11 CONGRESS 
1st Session 


H. RES. 


131 


CoiLceriiiiLg' Uie ongoing' conllicl in the Democralie Republic of llie Congo 
and tlie need for international efforts toward long-term p>eace, stability, 
and obseiwance of human rights. 


IN THE HOUSE OP EEPEESENTATRH^S 

Mak,oh 21, 2013 

Ms. Bass (for herself, Mr. Smith of New Jersey, Mr. Mmcits, Mr. Siki-is, Mr. 
Connolly, Mr. Bbutch, Mr. Keating, Mr. Oicilline, Mr. Vab.gab, 
Mr. Loaybnthal, Mr. McGoArEKN, Mr. McDebmott, Mr. PuVN&el, Mr. 
Smith of Wasliington, Mr. Johnson of Georgia, Ms. Lee of California, 
Mr. Lbiyib, Mr. MOHAN, Ms. Nob.TON, Mr. Patnb, Mr. KUSII, Mr. 
Tabaxo, Mrs. Caeoltn PS. Maloney of New Yo.rk, Mr. Honda, Ms. 
Rowalds, Mrs. Beatty, Mr. Capiiano, Mr. Cleavkk,, Mrs. 
Ohhistensbn, Mr. Danny K. Dayts of Llinois, Ms. Eddie Bbenicb 
■Johnson of Texas, Ms. Wilson of Florida, Mr. Dayhd Scott of Geor- 
gia, Ml-. Hastings of Florida, Mr. Clybijbn, Mr. Vbasby', Mr. Thomp- 
son of Mississippi, Mr. Watt, Ms. ScilAliOWSl&y Ms. Speier, Ms. 
Jackson Lhk, Ms. Hahn, Ms. Fi.idgio, Ms. Mookic, Mr. Ellison, Ms. 
Claehb, Mr. Lar.SBN of Wasliingt.on, Mr. ScOTT of Virgiraa, Ms. 
Waters, and Mr. Bispiop of Georgia) submitted the following resolution; 
wdiicli was referred to the Committee on F'oreig-n Affairs 


RESOLUTION 

Conccming the ong'oing' conflict in the Democratic Ecpublic 
of the Congo and the need for international efforts to- 
Yvard long-term peace, stability, and obsenmnee of human 
rights. 


Wliereas since the 1990s, an estimated 5,000,000 people have 
died and more than 2,000,000 people have been displaced 
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due to repeated cycles of conflict and atrocities, particu- 
larly those in North and South Ki\ii prortnces; 

Wlieroas the United Nations and humanitarian groups have 
reported staggering rates of sexual rtolence indicating 
tens of thousands of cases pei’petrated by the Congolese 
army and armed groups, including the M2y and the 
Denioeratic ftorces for the Liberation of Kwanda, which 
continue to operate with nearly total impunity; 

Wliereas human rights defenders in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo have been subject to intiniidation and at- 
tack; 

AAdiereas the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s wealth of 
natural resources, including minerals and high-value wild- 
life products such as elephant ivory, have been a key 
driver of iiisurreetion and rtoleiice, and the discoveiy and 
exfiloitation of oil could motivate further conflict; 

Wiereas the deeply flawed November 2011 elections in the 
Deniocratic Republic of the Congo laid bare significant 
political, economic, and social challenges; 

AAdiereas the Deniocratic Republic of the Congo is home to 
one of the world’s longest enduring and most expensive 
international peacekeeping operations; 

Wliereas the November 20, 2012, seizure of the city of Coma 
by the M23 relie! group, despite bilateral and multilateral 
efforts to address longstanding liumanitarian crises, forge 
lasting peace, and pursue security sector reform and ac- 
countability, demonstrates that the underljdng causes of 
the recurring confliets in the eastern prortnees of the 
Deniocratic Republic of the Congo remain unresolved; 

Wliereas on November 15, 2012, the United Nations Group 
of Experts prortded eonipelling' ertdence, in report, find- 
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iiigs corroborated by the United States Assistant Sec- 
retaiy of State for African Affairs in testimony before 
the United States House of Representatives on December 
11, 2012, and December 19, 2012, that the M23 crisis 
is fueled and exaceiUated by the Government of Rwanda, 
including’ through Rwandan Government provision of sig- 
nificant rnilitarj^ and logistical assistance, and of oper- 
ational and political gxiidanee and support, to the M23; 
and 

Wliereas the United Nations and United States have imposed 
sanctions on the M2 3 and its leaders for human rights 
atrocities including rape, massacres, and the recruitmeiit 
and physical and psychological toifure of child soldiers: 
Now, therefore, be it 

1 Resolved, That the House of Represeiitatives — 

2 (1) asserts that the region’s leaders and the 

3 international community should break the cycle of 

4 rtolenee and impunity in the Democratic Re]X]blic of 

5 the Congo and surrounding region and urgently ad- 

6 dress the root causes of the M23 conflict and pre- 

7 Nous crises; 

8 (2) calls on the signatories of the Februaiy 24, 

9 2013, Peace, Security and Coopei-ation Framework 

10 for the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the 

11 Region to abide by the prortsions outlined in the 

12 framework agreement in addition to ensuring that 

those troops being re-integTated into the Congolese 


13 
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] army are not those accused of human rights ^dola- 

2 tions; 

3 (3) Crills on governments of the Great Lakes re- 

4 gion of Africa to respect the national security and 

5 teiritorial integrity of the Democratic Eepublie of 

6 the Congo, and to immediately halt and prevent any 

7 and all forms of support to the M23 and other non- 

8 state armed groups, including any support, provided 

9 by indiriduals independently of government policy; 

10 (4) recognizes the recent cdforts by the Govern- 

11 nient of the Democratic Republic of the Congo to 

12 end the recruitment of children into the armed 

13 foi’ces and demands the iimiiediate cessation of the 

14 reemitment and exfiloitation of children by militias, 

15 and further calls on all armed groups to free eliil- 

16 dren and other civilians held against theii" will; 

17 (5) calls on the Obama Administration, in close 

18 coordination \rith international and regional part- 

19 Tiers, to mobilize a comprehensive I’esponse to pre- 

20 vent further deterioration of regional peace and sta- 

21 bility and to ensure that life-saving liumanitarian as- 

22 sistance be unhiudei'ed and proriderl to ]3opn!atious 

23 in need, particularly displaced persons and conflict- 
affected commnuities; 


24 
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1 (6) acknowledges the good work of the United 

2 States Special Advisor on the Great Lakes and the 

3 Demoeratie Kepnblie of the Congo, and finds that 

4 the challenges of helping to resolve the cycle of vio- 

5 leuoe and impunity in the Democratic Eepitblie of 

6 the Congo requires higher-level UTiiited States diplo- 

7 matic and political engagement; 

8 (7) requests that Seereta.rv^ of State John Kerry 

9 demonstrate the high-level concern that the United 

10 States attaches to ensuring stability and security in 

11 the Democratic Republic of the Congo by appointing 

12 a Special Envoy who will help lead the United States 

13 and international efforts to end the M2 3 eoullict and 

14 secure permanent peace, stability, and safety for the 

15 people of the Deniocratie Repiublic of the Congo; 

16 (8) calls on all nations to increase cooperation 

17 in order to cease the trade of illegal goods, including 

18 poached ivory and conflict minerals, that continues 

19 to fuel riolence in the Democratic Repulilic of the 

20 Congo; 

21 (9) calls otr the Obama Admiuistr-ation, includ- 

22 iug the Atrocities Pr-evention Hoa.ixl, in dose coordi- 

23 nation with international and regional partners, to 

24 develop and make actionable recommendations to 
address, prevent, and ensure aenormtability for seri- 


25 
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1 ons violations of international humanitarian Jaw and 

2 liiirnan rights abuses by all aetors in the Denioeratie 

3 Kepiiblie, of the (longo, iiiehidino' by fully imple- 

4 meiitino- sanctions outlined in section 1284 of the 

5 National Defense Authoiization Act for Fiscal Year 

6 2013. notwithstanding transactions that are cus- 

7 tomary, necessary, and incidental to the proAsion of 

8 critical, life-saving aid to civilian popnlations, and 

9 the policy goals set out under the Democratic Ke- 

10 public' of the Congo Relief, Security, and Dcanocrac'y 

11 Promotion Act of 2006, i(itroduced by then-Senator 

12 Barack Obama; 

13 (10) urges the Government of the Democratic 

14 Republic of the Congo, with close support from the 

15 international community, to immstigate and pros- 

16 ecute those who have committed war crimes, crimes 

17 against humanity, and violations of international hu- 

18 manitarian law' and human riglits, including those 

19 against women and children; 

20 (11) calls on the Gov'ermneiit of the Democratic 

21 Republic of the Congo to meaningfully engage in 

22 electoral reforms, in addition to security sector re- 

23 forms to prevent militia combatants, particularly 

24 Y123 members, accused of abuses from integrating 
into the military, and to host inchisiv'e inter-Congo- 
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1 lese dialogues to address critical internal political 

2 issues and strengtlieii processes of state institution 

3 building in the Democratic Kepublic of the (longo; 

4 (12) urges the Obama Administration to ad- 

5 dress alleged suppoid for militias operatiiig in the 

6 Democratic Republic of the Congo from foreign gov- 

7 ernments or entities; 

8 (13) acknowledges the TTnited Nations’ appoiut- 

9 ment of the Special Envoy for the Great Lakes re- 

10 gion oftVfrica; and 

11 (14) urges the United Nations Security Council 

12 to lead efforts to reinforce and strengthen the 

13 United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission 

14 in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

15 (MONTJSCO) and its capacity to protect civilians. 

16 including preventing any future M23 advances on 

17 Goma, as evidenced by the temporaiy seizure of 

18 Goma and other areas, and to suppoif measures to 

19 strengthen the ability of MONTISCO to help ensure 
peace and security in the future. 


20 
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Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute 
TO H. Res 131 

Offered by Ms. Bass of California 

Strike the pi’eainble and insert the following'; 

Whereas since the 1990s, an estimated 5,000,000 people have 
died and more than 2,000,000 people have been displaced 
due to repeated (‘.ydes of (ionflid, and atrocities, partien- 
larly those in Norih and South Kivu pi'ovinccs; 

’Whereas the United Nations and humanitarian groups have 
reported staggering rates of sexual violemn indir'ating 
tens of thousands of cases perpetrated by the Congolese 
armj' and armed gnoups, including the M2.3, Mai Mai mi- 
litias, the Lor'd’s Kcsistance iVrniy, and the Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda, which continue to 
operate with nearly total impunity; 

Wdiereas human rights defenders hr the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo have been subject to intimidation and at- 
tac-k; 

Wdiereas the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s wealth of 
natural r’esourees, including minerals and high-value wild- 
life pr'oducts such as elcpharrt ivory, have beerr a driver- 
of insurrection and violence, and the discovery arrd exploi- 
tation of oil ('ould motivate further conflict; 

Wdrereas the deeply flawed November 2011 eleetiorrs hr the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo laid bare significant 
p()hti(‘al, er'onorrrir;, and social (Irallenges; 
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Wliereas tlie Deni()('rati(‘ lvq:)iibli(' of the (tong'o is home to 
one of the world’s largest and most exi^ensive inter- 
national peaexikeeping operations; 

Whereas the 'Teacc Agreement Between The Government 
And Le Gongi’es National Pour La Defense Du Penple 
(CNDP)” signed in Goma on March 23, 2009, was not 
fully realized; 

Wliereas the November 20, 2012, seizure of the city of Goma 
by the M23 rebel group, despite bilateral and midtilatei-al 
efforts to address longstanding humanitarian crises, forge 
lasting p)eace, and pursue security sector reform and ac- 
countability, demonstrates that the undeilying causes of 
the recurring conflicts in the eastern prownces of the 
Demo(irati(i Pepnblici of the Gongo remain unresolved; 

AVliereas on November 15, 2012, the Lhiited Nations Group 
of Experts provided compelling evidence, in report find- 
ings eorroboi'atcd by the United States Assistant Sec- 
retaiy of State for African Affairs in testimony before 
the United States House of Representatives on Deciernber 
11, 2012, and December 19, 2012, that the M23 crisis 
has been fueled and exacerbated by the GoV'erimient of 
Rvwinda, indnding through the provision of significant 
militaiy and logistical assistance, and of operational and 
political guidance and support, to the M23; 

Whereas the Umted Nations and Uiutcd States have imposed 
sanctions on the M2 3 and its leaders for human rights 
atrocities indnding rape, niassax'res, and the re(;ruitnient 
and physical and psychological torture of chdd soldiers; 

Wliereas on March 18, 2013, International Griminal Gonrt 
(IGG) indictee and leader of a faction of the M23 rebed 
group, Bosco Ntaganda, turned himself in to the United 
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States Embassy in Kigali, Rwanda, and asked to l)e and 
was transferred to the ICC in The Hagne, -where he vol- 
nntaiy surrendered on Mardi 22, 2013; 

Whereas the Loi'd’s Resistance iVmiy continues to perpetrate 
attacks against civilian populations in affected areas of 
northcastei'n Congo, creating widespi'ead iusecuiity and 
displacement; 

Wliereas members of ci-vil society and political parties from 
both the majority and the opposition created the National 
Preparatory Committee (Comite National Preparatoire or 
CNP) to lay the groundwork for conveiring' a national 
forum and dialogue with the goal of putting an end to 
the multifaceted crisis that afflicts the Democratic Re- 
publi(i of the Congo; and 

Whereas on June 13, 2013, Secretary of State Johrr Kerry 
appointed former United States Senator Russell Feingold 
as the rrew United States Special Errvoy for- the Africarr 
Great Lakes region arrd the Democratic Republic of the 
Corrgo, demonstrating the high priority that the United 
States attaches to ensurirrg an errd to armed conflict arrd 
promoting stability and security in the region: No-w, 
therefore, be it 

Str-ike all after- the r-esolvirrg clause arrd irrser-t the 
following: 

1 That the House of Representatives — 

2 (1) asserts that the region’s leaders bear pri- 

3 rrrary responsibility for the security of their teruitory 

4 and citizeirs and, with suppori. from the inter- 
rratioiral corrrrrrurrity, rrrust br-cak the cycle of violcrrcc 


5 
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1 and impimity in tdie Demociratic; Republic', of the 

2 Congo and surrounding region and urgently address 

3 the root (‘anses of (‘.onfliet; 

4 (2) asserts that previous agi'cenients including 

5 the “Peace AgreeTuent Betweeci The Government 

6 iVnd Lc Congres National Pour La Defense Du 

7 Peuple (CNDP)” have sought to bring stability to 

8 the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the re- 

9 gion, and now calls on the signatories of the Feb- 

10 raarv' 24, 2013, Peace, Security and Cooperation 

11 Framework for the Denio(',rati(i Republic of the 

12 Cong’o and the Region to abide by the provisions 

13 outlined in the frarnewnrk agreement in addition to 

14 cnsuiing that those ti'oops being integrated into the 

15 Congolese army are not those accused of human 

16 rights riolations; 

17 (3) calls on governments of the Great Lakes re- 

18 gion of Africa to respect the national security and 

19 tcii-itoiial iiitcgilty of the Democi-atie Republic of 

20 the Congo, and to immediately halt and prevent any 

21 and all forms of support to the M23 and other 

22 nonstate armed groups, including any support pro- 

23 rided by individuals independently of government 


24 
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1 (4) rec'-ognizes tlie recent efforts by the (lovern- 

2 ment of the Democratic Republic of the Congo to 

3 end the reciriiitment of (diihiren into the armed 

4 forces and demands the immediate cessation of the 

5 recinitment and exjdoitation of children by all armed 

6 forces, and further calls on all armed groups to free 

7 children and other chdlians held against their ^rtll; 

8 (5) calls on the Administration, in close coordi- 

9 nation with international and regional partners and 

10 consistent mth Public Law 109-456, to support the 

1 1 (xovernment of the Democratic' Republic* of the 

12 Congo in mobilizing a comprehensive response to 

13 prevent further deterioration of regional peace and 

14 stability and to ensui'C unhindered humanitarian ac- 

15 cess; 

16 (6) ac'-knowledges the good work of the Lnited 

17 States Special Adrtsor on the Great Lakes and the 

18 Democratic Republic of the Congo, and finds that 

19 the challenges of helping to resolve the cycle of vio- 

20 lence and impunity in the Democratic Republic of 

21 the Congo requires higher-level United States diplo- 

22 matic and political engagement; 

23 (7) calls on all nations to increase cooperation 

24 in order to c*ease the trade of illegal goods, meduding 

25 poached ivory and conflict minerals, that continues 
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1 to fuel ^4<)len(■e in the DeiiKX'ratic' Republic- of the 

2 Congo; 

3 (8) (-alls on the Adiiiimstration, iiK-hidiiig the 

4 Atrocities Prevention Boaixl, in close coordination 

5 with international and regioTial jiartners, to develop 

6 and make actionable rcconnncndations to address, 

7 prevent, and ensure accountability for serious viola- 

8 tions of international humanitarian law and human 

9 rights abuses by all actors in the Democratic Eepub- 

10 lie of the Clongo, including by fully implementing 

11 san(‘tions outlined in se(‘tion 1284 of the National 

12 Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013, 

13 notwithstanding tT’ansaetions that are custoTnary, 

14 necessary, and incidental to the provision of critical, 

15 life-saving aid to cmlian populations, and the policy 

16 goals set out under Public-. La,w 109-456; 

17 (9) urges the Government of the Democratic 

18 Republic erf the Congo, with close support, from the 

19 international community, to investigate and pros- 

20 eeute those who have committed war crimes, crimes 

21 against humanity, and violations cjf international hu- 

22 manitarian law and human rights, including those 

23 against women and children; 

24 (10) ('.alls on the (xovermnent of the Dernoc-ratic- 

25 Republic of the Congo to meaningfully engage in 
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1 elecitoral reforms, in addition to secmrity secdor re- 

2 forms to prevent militia combatants, pariieularly 

3 M2 3 members, aeciiised of at)iisea from integTating 

4 into the military, and to host iuelusive intci-Congo- 

5 lese dialogues to address critical internal political 

6 issues and stiengtlicn processes of state institution 

7 building in the Democratic Republic of the Congo; 

8 (11) urges the Administration to address sup- 

9 port piwdded to militias operating in the Democratic 

10 Republic of the Congo by foreign governments and 

1 1 entities; 

12 (12 ) acknowledges the United Nations’ appoint- 

13 merit of the Special Envoy for the Great T^akes re- 

14 gion of iVfriea; and 

15 (13) acknowledges the authoi-ization by the 

16 United Nations Secairity Connch of the deployment 

17 of an intei'vention brigade \rithin the United Nations 

18 Organization Stabilization Mission in the Demo- 

19 cratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO) with a 

20 robust eirilian protection mandate, and urges the 

21 United Nations Security Council to continue to lead 

22 efforts to reinforce and strengthen MONUSCO and 

23 its capacity to protect cirilians, deter rioleuce, and 

ensure peace and stability. 


24 
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113th (](>N(3RESB 
1st Session 


H. RES. 273 


Expressing the sense of the House of Eepresentatives that the President 
should nominate a qualified and independent individual for the position 
of Inspector General of the Department of State and Broadcasting Board 
of Governors to be confirmed by the Senate without delay. 


IN THE HOUSE OF KEPKESENTATRfES 

June 23, 2013 

Mr. RotCB (for liiiiiself and Mr. BnGBL) submitted the following resolution; 
which was i-efei'red to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 


RESOLUTION 

Expressing the sense of the House of Eepresentatives that 
the President should nominate a qualified and inde- 
pendent indiUdual for the position of Inspeetor (xeneral 
of the Department of State and Broadcasting Board 
of (xovernors to be confirmed by the Senate without 
delay. 

Whereas the Inspeetor General Act of 1978 mandates that 
Inspectors General are to conduct independent and objec- 
tive audits, investigations, and inspections, prevent and 
detect waste, fraud, and abuse, promote economy, effec- 
tiveness, and efficiency, review pending legislation and 
regulations, and keep the agency heads and Congress 
fully and currentljr informed; 
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Wliereas the Offic'.e of Inspe(‘tor General (OKI) of the De- 
partment of State and Broadcasting Board of Governors 
(BBG) dete(d.s, investigates, and prevents instan(*es of 
fraud, waste, and niisinanagcincnt that may constitute ei- 
ther criminal wongdoing or Golation of Depaitment of 
State or BBG legulations; 

Whereas the OIG inspects United States diplomatic and con- 
sular posts and international broadciasting installations 
throughout the world to determine wdiether policy goals 
are being achieved and wdiether the interests of the 
United States are being represented arid advan(*ed effer*- 
tively; 

Wliereas the OTG conducts specialized security inspections 
and audits in support of the Department of State’s rrris- 
sion to prwide effective protection to United States per- 
sonnel, facilities, and sensitive information; 

W^hereas the Department of State employs a total of nearly 
70,000 persoimel, consisting of approximately 24,500 di- 
I'cet hire Uorcign Sci'viec and Civil Service pci'sonncl, 
over 9,300 of whom are stationed overseas, and more 
than 45,000 locally employed staff, er-cating difficult ac- 
countability challenges ; 

Wdiereas a presidentially appointed, Senate-confirmed Inspec- 
tor General provides the leadei'ship and accountability 
within an OIG necessary to oversee a cabinet-level agency 
and fulfill the duties desradbed in this resolution, while in- 
stilling confidence in agency interlocutors and Congress; 

Wliereas the position of Inspector Genei’al for the Depard;- 
rnent of State and BBG has been vacant since January 
16, 2008, a span of nearly 2,000 days, and is being filled 
by an interim appointment; 
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Wliereas tliis va(‘.an(',y is the lonji'est of any OKI across the 
Federal Government; and 

Wliereas ffllinfj" tMs vax'.aiK'y will help ensure that the OKI 
provides the robust oversight necessary to keep Congress 
fully and currently informed, pT’oteet the United States 
taxpayer, and ensure good governance; Now, thei’cfore, be 
it 

1 Resolved, That it is the sense of the House of Rep- 

2 resentatives that the President should nominate a quali- 

3 fied and independent indhddual for the position of Inspec- 

4 tor General for the Department of State and Bi-oadcasting 

5 Board of Governors to be confirmed by the Senate without 

6 delay. 

rx 
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CiONOKESS 
1st Sessiok 


H. RES. 222 


Keeog'iiiziiig tlie limg-term partnership and frieiidsiiip Iretween the United 
States and the Hashemite Khigdoin of Jordan, working together towaj-ds 
peace and seeiuity in the Middle East. 


IN THE HOUSE OF EEPKESENTATHTSS 

&LiY 17, 2013 

Mr. .ViEBtta (for himself, Mr. BotTBT.tNT, Mr. Ot.BAtntTt, Mr, Dbtttch, Mr. 
Bngbl, Mr. Palbomavaega, Mr. Foetbnbekkt, Mr. txB.iMM, Mr. Has- 
tings of Florida, Mrs. Lowby, Mn Mokak, Mn Schiff, and Mr. 
WliEBlt of Texas) submitted the followniig resolution; wliich was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 


RESOLUTION 

Reeognizttig the long-term partnership and friendship be- 
tween the United States and the Hashemite Ivingdom 
of Jordan, worldiig together towaixls peace and seciirity 
in tile Middle East. 

Wliereas the United States and the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan have maintained official diplomatic rela,tions since 
1949, and during this partnership spanning over 6 dec- 
ades, the United States and Jordan have developed a 
dose relationship in security, economic development, and 
Vi )miterterr( aisrn eo( iper ati( in; 

Whereas a United States- Jordanian Joint AClitaiy Commis- 
sion facilitates bilateral consultations between the United 
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States Department of Defense and Jordanian Ai’iiied 
Forces since 1974, and has led to increased cooperation 
in regional an<l global (•oiinterterrorisrn efforts; 

Whereas Jordan has provided key security and humanitaiiau 
support in both Afghanistan and Iracp 

Whereas Jordan hosted a Fnitcd Statcs-dcvclo[)cd ti'aining 
progi-am for the Palestinian National Security Forces on 
human rights, pr()j)er use of force, and civil distnrbaiic'es 
to further enhance peace and security in the dVest Bank; 

Whereas in 1996, the United States designated Jordan as a 
maior non-NATO ally, recognizing Jordan as a dose ally 
vrith a strategic working relationship; 

Wliereas the Jordanian Armed Forces are a provun reliable 
eontiibutoi' to the international coimnunity, partieidaiiy 
as a member of the United Nations, contributing 57,000 
troops to 18 different United Nations peacekeeping mis- 
sions, most notably in Haiti where Jordan endured mul- 
tiple (casualties during siudi missions; 

Whereas Jordan signed the histoiic J ordan-lsracl Peace 
Treaty on October 26, 1994, normalizing relations be- 
tween Jordan and Israel by resolving territorial disputes 
and establishing a partnership towards peaceful relations; 

Wliereas King Abdullah IT has been a key advocate of peace 
between the Israelis and Palestinians, often reiterating 
the urgent need for peaceful reconciliation and offering to 
ser\u as a mediator and host for pea(ce negotiations; 

Whereas Jordan is a leader for progi’ess and tolerance in the 
Arab world and recently held parliamentaiy elections, a,s 
part of a political reform inovcincnt; 

AWiereas the economic partnership between the United States 
and Jordan was firtlier strengthened through the signing 
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of the United States-Jordan Free Trade Agreement by 
President Bill Clinton and King Abdullah II on October 
24, 2000, and fidly implemented on Janiiaiy 1, 2010: 

Whereas in 2008, the United States and Jordan signed a 5- 
year Memorandum of Understanding in the amount of 
$360, 000, 000 in economic siijjpoit funds and 
$300,000,000 per year in foreign miiitaiy fiiianeing to 
further bolster the United States-Jordaii strategic rela- 
tionship; 

Whereas the United States is strongly committed to the con- 
tinued development and progress of the Joi’danian people, 
eirtl society, and political institutions, specifically in the 
areas of democracy assistance, water and energy })reser- 
vation, education services, and economic development; 

Wliereas the al-Assad regime continues to fuel a humani- 
tarian (irisis irtttiin the region through attacks against in- 
nocent civilians, resulting in the loss of approximately 

70.000 Sjmian lives and the displacement of approxi- 
mately 5,500,000 civilians and over 1,300,000 women, 
children, and men who have fled Sjnia; 

Wliereas the international eonimunity, led by the United Na- 
tions, has issued dire warnings regarding the severity of 
the gi’owing humanitarian crisis, calling for the inter- 
national community to use all available resources to end 
the ci’isis that is destrotyng families, homes, and cities; 

Wliereas the (Tovernment of Jordan has maintained open bor- 
ders vith Syria, despite a heaw burden of hosting and 
providing for the security and basic needs of approxi- 
mately 500,000 refugees, with that number- growing by 

2.000 to 4,000 persons per day; 
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'V^T.iereas tliree-(iTiarters of the refugees are women and efiil- 
dreii, and 1 in 5 refugees is under the age of 4; and 

A\diereas the (xoveminent of Jordan has worked in partner- 
sliip with the international community, particularly the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Kefngees to pro- 
vide for the needs of vulricralfe refugee |)opulations, in- 
cluding clean water, food, shelter, health care, and edu- 
cation; Now, therefore, be it 

1 Resolved, That the House of Kepresentatives — 

2 (1) commends the people and Government of 

3 the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan for their coutin- 

4 ued friendship with the United States and commit- 

5 ment to peace, security, and stability iii the Middle 

6 East; 

7 (2) commends the Government of Jordan for its 

8 response to the Svwian humanitarian crisis by 

9 hosting and caring for refugees fleeing Uoleiice from 

10 the ('onfli(;t with the al-Assad regime; and 

11 (3) expresses a firm commitment to support the 

12 

13 


14 


Government of Jordan as it faces regional challenges 
and works towai'd a moi'C peaceful and stable Middle 
East. 
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Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute 
TO H.Res. 222 

Offered by Mr. Meeks of New York 

Strike the pi’eainble and insert the following'; 

Wlrereasthe United States and the Hasheinite Kingdom of 
Jordan have maintained official diplomatic relations since 
1949, and during this partnership spanning over 6 dec- 
ades, the United States and Jordan have developed a 
close relationship in security, economic development, and 
(■( )mitei’t,err( )rism e( x )per ati( ni; 

Whereas a Jhiited States- Jordanian Joint Military Commis- 
sion facilitates bilateral consultatioirs betweerr the United 
States Dcpartrnerrt of Deferrse arrd Jordariiarr i\nncd 
Forces since 1974, aird has led to increased cooperation 
in regional and global (‘oiinteiterrorisrrr efforts; 

Whereas Jordan has provided key security and liumarritarian 
support in both Afghanistan and Iraq; 

AVlrereas Jordan hosted a United States-developed training 
progi’am on human rights, proper use of force, and chil 
distiu’bances to frudher- enhance peace and seeur’ity in the 
West Uairk; 

Wliereas in 1996, the United States designated Jordan as a 
major non-NATO ally, recognizing Jordan as a close ally 
vitli a strategic working relationship; 

AVliereas the Jor-danian Armed Forces are a proven reliable 
('ontril)utor to the international (■orrrrminity, partirnilarly 
as a member of the United Nations, contributing 57,000 
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troops to 18 different United Nations peaxiekeeping' mis- 
sions, most notably in Haiti where Jordan endured muJ- 
tipk) (‘asnalti(;s during siidi missions; 

Whereas Jordan signed the histoiic Jordan-lsrael Peace 
Treaty on October 26, 1994, normalizing relations be- 
tween Joi'dan and Isi'ael by resolving teiaitoiial disputes 
and establishing a partnership towards peaceful relations; 

Wliereas King Abdullah 11 has been a key advocate of peace 
between the Isi'aelis and Palestinians, often i-eitcrating 
the urgent need for peaceful reconciliation and offering to 
server as a mediatoi" and host for pea(‘e negotiations; 

Whereas Joi'dan is a leader foi' progi'ess and tolerance in the 
Arab world and recently held parliamentaiy elections, as 
part of a political reform movement; 

IVliereas the economic partnership between the United States 
and Jordan was further strengthened through the signing 
of the United States-Joi'dan Pree Trade Agi'eement by 
President Bill Clinton and King Abdullah II on October 
24, 2000, and fully implemented on January 1, 2010; 

WTiereas in 2008, the United States and Jordan signed a 5- 
year Memorandnm of Understanding in the amount of 
$360,000,000 in economic support funds and 
$300,000,000 jiei’ year in foreign militaiy financing to 
further bolster the United States-Jordan strategic rela- 
tionship; 

AVliereas the United States is strongly committed to the con- 
tinued development and progress of the Jordanian people, 
eirtl society, and political institutions, specifically in the 
areas of democracy assistance, water and energy preser- 
vation, education sei’vices, and economic, development; 
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Wliereas tlie al -Assad regime ('ontimies to fuel a limiiani- 
tarian crisis within the region through attacks against in- 
nocent (ivilians, r(!sulting in the loss of approximately 

70.000 Syrian lives and the displacement of approxi- 
mately 5,500,000 Chilians and over 1,300,000 women, 
children, and men who have tied S;\ria; 

Whereas the international community, led by the United Na- 
tions, has issued dire warnings regarding the severity of 
the growing humarutarian crisis, calling for the intei- 
national community to use all available resources to end 
the (uisis that is destroying families, homes, and (ities; 

Whereas the GovcrTimcnt of Jordan has maintained open hol- 
ders with Syria, despite a heaw burden of hosting and 
providing for the seimrity^ and basic' needs of approxi- 
mately 500,000 refugees, with that number growing by^ 

2.000 to 4,000 persons per dayy 

Whereas three-quarters of the refugees arc women and cliil- 
dren, and 1 in 5 refugees is under the age of 4; and 

Wliereas the (xovemment of Jordan has worked in partner- 
sliip with the international community^, parti cularU the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to pro- 
vide for the needs of wdnerable refugee populations, in- 
cluding clean water, food, shelter, health care, and edu- 
cation; Nowy therefore, be it 

Strike all after the resolving clause and insert the 
following: 

That the House of Representatives — 

1 (1) commends the people and Govenimeiit of 

2 the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan for their contin- 
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1 lied friendship witli the United States and (■ommit- 

2 ment to peace, security, and stability in the Middle 

3 East; 

4 (2) conuncnds the (tovcrnnicnt of Joi'dan for its 

5 response to the Syrian humanitanan crisis by 

6 hosting' and earing for refugees fleeing violence from 

7 the conflict with the al-Assad regime; and 

8 (3) exjiresses a firm commitment to support the 

9 Government of Jordan as it faces regional challenges 

10 and works toward a more peaceful and stable Middle 

1 1 East. 
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Chairman RoYCE. All members may have 5 days to submit state- 
ments for the record on any of today’s measures. 

And after recognizing myself and the ranking member for brief 
opening remarks, I will be glad to recognize any committee mem- 
bers seeking recognition to speak on any of these measures. 

I am a strong supporter of H.R. 1897, the Vietnam Human 
Rights Act of 2013. Subcommittee Chairman Smith has worked 
hard on this bill. And over the years, this committee has held many 
hearings on Vietnam. If these hearings have had one consistent 
theme, it is the deterioration of human rights there in Vietnam. 
Government thugs brutalize peaceful dissidents. Anyone who dares 
to blog or publish material on democracy or anything critical of the 
Communist Party, faces years in jail and faces physical abuse. We 
need to send a message to the government, a message with teeth, 
and this bill does just that. And I strongly urge its passage. 

With regard to House Resolution 131, Congresswoman Bass has 
been dogged in bringing attention to the conflict in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. And just last week, the State Department an- 
nounced former Senator Russ Feingold as Special Envoy for the 
Great Lakes, in part, at her urging. Too many people have died. 
Too many people continue to suffer. The conflict in the DRC has 
lasted decades. Patience with this peacekeeping operation is wear- 
ing thin. We expect all regional leaders to respect and abide by the 
negotiated frameworks. 

House Resolution 273 expresses the sense of the House that the 
President should nominate a State Department Inspector General 
without delay. For months, on a bipartisan basis, the ranking 
member and I have called on the administration to fill the vacant 
Inspector General position for the Department of State and Broad- 
casting Board of Governors. We have written to the President. We 
have written to Secretary Kerry, stressing the importance of ap- 
pointing a permanent Inspector General. I raised it at our hearing 
with the Secretary. It has been 2,000 days since a permanent IG 
was last in place. It is time for this vacancy to be filled. 

IG’s are the government’s internal watchdogs. They police agen- 
cies for waste, for fraud, and for abuse. The resolution is non-par- 
tisan for the simple reason that the concept of a Presidentially-ap- 
pointed, Senate-confirmed, permanent IG is fundamental to the 
very notion of good government. 

Lastly, House Resolution 222 recognizes the long-term partner- 
ship and friendship between the United States and the Kingdom of 
Jordan. The committee recently hosted the King of Jordan who con- 
tinues to be a critical voice of moderation in the region. It is a key 
partner for peace. Today, Jordan has worked to address the needs 
of 550,000 Syrian refugees which have poured across its borders in 
the last 2 years. This has resulted, by the way, in a 10-percent pop- 
ulation increase for Jordan. This is seriously straining Jordan. And 
Mr. Meeks’ resolution notes the mutual benefits of a strong U.S.- 
Jordan relationship. 

I hope the committee will support of all of these measures. And 
I now recognize my good friend, the ranking member, for his re- 
marks. 

Mr. Engel. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Thank you for 
calling today’s markup on these four bipartisan measures. This 
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goes in line with the way you and I have hoth tried to run this 
committee in the most bipartisan way possible. 

I will just make some brief comments about each one of these. 
H.R. 1897, introduced by our colleague, Chris Smith, addresses the 
troubling human rights situation in Vietnam. Despite the country’s 
increased economic freedom, religious and political freedoms for Vi- 
etnamese citizens remain severely limited. The bilateral relation- 
ship between Washington and Hanoi has improved since diplomatic 
relations were established over 15 years ago, but the lack of great- 
er progress in protecting basic rights and civil liberties in Vietnam 
remains a barrier to closer cooperation in the future. 

H. Res. 131, introduced by Karen Bass, draws critical attention 
to the ongoing situation in Eastern Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. And I might say to the ranking member on the Africa Sub- 
committee, I appreciate her earnest involvement in all these very, 
very important issues. Violence continues to plague this region 
with thousands of people displaced, dying of disease, suffering from 
rampant sexual abuse, and living with constant uncertainty about 
their futures. This resolution calls for a comprehensive approach to 
the crisis that addresses the root causes of the conflict and it in- 
cludes the active participation of all stakeholders, including the 
governments of countries in the Great Lakes region, the U.N. and 
the U.S. 

Both the U.N. and the State Department have appointed Special 
Envoys for the region and the U.N. recently deployed additional 
peacekeepers with a mandate to be more aggressive in responding 
to armed rebel movements. I hope that some of these actions will 
change the dynamic in Eastern Congo and allow the people of the 
region to finally live in peace. 

Mr. Chairman, I would especially like to thank you for your lead- 
ership in introducing H. Res. 273 which calls for the nomination of 
a permanent Inspector General of the State Department. I have 
been happy to work with you on this issue over the last several 
months and to be an original co-sponsor of this resolution. I know 
we share the view that having a permanent IG in place will help 
ensure independent and robust oversight at the State Department 
and the Broadcasting Board of Governors. 

I have now been informed that Secretary Kerry and President 
Obama identified a candidate for the State IG position back in 
April. The vetting process for that candidate is nearly complete and 
the Secretary expects the nomination to be finalized and made pub- 
lic in the very near future. I know we all look forward to that an- 
nouncement and I am proud of the role that this committee has 
played in helping that get closer and closer. 

Finally, H. Res. 222 introduced by my friend from New York, Mr. 
Meeks, highlights the long-term strategic relationship between the 
United States and Jordan which has been one of the few pillars of 
stability and peace in the Middle East. We all had the pleasure of 
meeting with King Abdullah of Jordan. This committee did, just 
several weeks ago, and I know that we listened to him intently. He 
is always such a breath of fresh air, but a breath of realistic air 
and tells us what we should be doing. And as far as I am concerned 
he is right on the money. Regional events such as transition in 
Egypt and war in Syria have put unprecedented stress on the Jor- 
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danian economy and society. Jordan is currently overflowing with 
refugees and its already limited resources are strained. 

At this moment in time, Jordan needs support from the United 
States more than ever. This important resolution commends the 
people and Government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan for 
their continued friendship with the United States and commitment 
to peace, security, and stability. It also praises the Government of 
Jordan for its response to the Syrian humanitarian crisis by 
hosting and caring for refugees fleeing violence instigated by the 
Assad regime in Syria. 

And finally, the resolution expresses a firm commitment to sup- 
port the Government of Jordan as it faces regional challenges and 
works toward a more peaceful and stable Middle East. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank you again for holding this 
markup. I look forward to supporting this package of measures. I 
yield back. 

Chairman ROYCE. Well, thank you. I want to thank Mr. Engel for 
his remarks and also his contributions to these measures here 
today. Do any members seek recognition to speak on the en block? 

Ms. Ros-Lehtinen. Yes, Mr. Chairman, I do. 

Chairman RoYCE. Congresswoman Ros-Lehtinen. 

Ms. Ros-Lehtinen. Thank you so much, and Mr. Chairman, first 
of all, thank you for your great leadership on this committee and 
thank you to Mr. Engel for forging this warm working relationship. 

I am pleased to support these four bipartisan bills that are being 
marked up and considered en bloc by the committee today. I com- 
mend my good friend, Mr. Smith, for his unending support for 
human rights across the globe. I fully support his bill, H.R. 1897, 
the Vietnam Human Rights Act, a bill that promotes freedom and 
democracy in Vietnam. The United States is the world’s leading ex- 
pert when it comes to living up to these two ideals, yet, too often 
we find ourselves sending money to governments that deny their 
citizens even the most basic human rights without leveraging that 
assistance to push for change to the status quo. 

One of the most important provisions of his bill would condition 
aid to Vietnam unless it meets certain specific requirements to im- 
prove its respect for human rights. This is an important way by 
which the United States can push for real reforms within countries 
like Vietnam. And I fully support this measure. 

We also have before us another important resolution on human 
rights, the Humanitarian and Military Crisis in the Democratic Re- 
public of Congo. It has been ongoing for far too long and has 
claimed the lives of over 5 million people while millions more have 
been displaced. The human rights violations that have occurred are 
unspeakable. I commend Ms. Bass and Mr. Smith for their Resolu- 
tion 131 which is a step in the right direction of helping the people 
of the DRC by addressing several of the issues that must be re- 
solved in order to help end this crisis. And I fully support this 
measure. 

And we also have a resolution before us, Mr. Chairman, which 
you have authored with our friend. Ranking Member Engel, which 
urges the President to nominate a qualified and independent indi- 
vidual to fill the Inspector General slot at the State Department. 
I pressed this issue when I was chair, held a hearing focused di- 
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rectly on the need for the State Department to have an Inspector 
General that challenges the management of the State Department 
to function with transparency and accountability. I have been con- 
cerned as many of us here have been that this important watchdog 
position has been vacant for 5 years now and it is imperative that 
the President fill this slot post haste. 

And finally, we have a resolution recognizing the partnership 
and friendship of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. Jordan is a 
great friend and an important ally to the United States. Our bilat- 
eral relationship is stronger now than it has ever been, but with 
the ongoing crisis in Syria and Jordan having to bear such a heavy 
burden as it takes hundreds of thousands of those who have fled 
Syria to seek refuse in a safer place, it is vital that we reaffirm our 
support for Jordan and we must do what we can do to help Jordan 
as it copes with the struggles that it is facing today. This resolution 
is an important way to announce to Jordan and to the world that 
we stand firmly and resolutely with our ally, the Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan. I fully support this and all of the measures before 
us today. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, again for your leadership. 

Chairman RoYCE. Thank you. Congresswoman Bass is recog- 
nized. 

Ms. Bass. Thank you, Mr. Chair. I want to thank you, one, for 
all of the work that has happened on the committee so far and I 
wanted to speak in support of all four resolutions, but specifically 
H.R. 131. I wanted to thank the ranking member, and also Chair- 
man Smith, for his long-standing leadership on this issue. 

All of us know that the crisis in the Congo has gone unresolved 
for so many years. We have seen numerous declarations and agree- 
ments for peace, yet too little has been done to prevent the death 
of millions and the displacement of those forced to flee their homes 
and livelihood. I am pleased that this bipartisan bill has many, 
many co-sponsors who also registered their strong support to end 
the status quo. Over the last several months, I am pleased to re- 
port that we have seen the United Nations appoint a Special Envoy 
to the DRC, former Irish President Mary Robinson. And last week. 
Secretary Kerry appointed former Senator Russ Feingold as the 
U.N. Special Envoy to the DRC. And that is one of the things that 
the resolution was calling for was the appointment of that Special 
Envoy. 

I had the opportunity to speak to Senator Feingold yesterday, 
and I am sure that the chair and ranking member have also, and 
I think it might be a great idea down the line after he has had a 
chance to settle in, if we would ask him to come and give us a re- 
port to the committee. 

In February, the Congolese, joined by other Great Lakes nations, 
as well as the U.N. and African Union, committed to an agreement 
that with the strong support from the international community, 
hopefully will finally lead to peace and stability. This committee 
has the opportunity and responsibility to send a clear message that 
the ongoing crisis in the DRC has not been forgotten in this cham- 
ber or in the U.S. Congress. It is time for the crisis in the DRC 
to come to an end and I really appreciate my colleagues’ support 
in our efforts to end this tragedy. I yield back my time. 
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Chairman RoYCE. Thank you, Congresswoman Bass, and thank 
you for your efforts on this issue. And I do think you are right. I 
think we need to hear from Special Envoy Feingold. So we will ask 
him to meet with the committee and have a joint meeting with 
him. Thank you. 

Mr. Meeks is recognized. 

Mr. Meeks. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And I, too, want to speak 
out for all four of the bills that are en bloc. I want to thank, of 
course. Chairman Smith, for his hard work and continuing to fight 
every day to try to make sure that human rights are seen all over 
the world. I think that really stands out very clearly that we are 
all related. We are all human. And you want to make sure that we 
all receive the same. And I want to thank you for your hard work 
on this. 

And of course, my colleague, Karen Bass, for all that she is 
doing. Just whispering here with Mr. Connolly who is saying how 
very seriously that Ms. Bass has taken the responsibility as the 
ranking member on the Africa Subcommittee and making a real 
difference in doing it. So thank you, on your bill. 

And of course, Mr. Chairman, what you and Ranking Member 
Engel are doing, not only in this bill, but the way that you have 
been conducting this committee in a bipartisan way and everyone 
having an opportunity to make real contributions and to feel that 
you really belong in being a part of this in a bipartisan way, you 
are really setting an example. And the way that you two work with 
one another is tremendously important. So I want to thank you in 
that regard. 

And I want to just make my references specifically to H. Res. 222 
and thank the committee and I appreciate the support of over 35 
colleagues as co-signers of this resolution and of course, including 
you, Mr. Chairman, and Ranking Member Engel, and 16 members 
of the House Foreign Affairs Committee. This resolution recognizes 
the long-term partnership and friendship between the United 
States and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, working together to- 
ward peace and security in the Middle East. This bipartisan resolu- 
tion comes at a crucial time and a critical time of unrest and con- 
flict in the region. This resolution is particularly timely today as 
Secretary of State John Kerry arrives in Oman to begin a new 
round of peace talks. 

Jordan plays a critical role as a mediator of peace between the 
Israelis and the Palestinians. Jordan’s normalized relations and 
historic 1994 peace treaty with Israel greatly contributes to sta- 
bility in the region. And Jordan is an advocate for progress in the 
Middle East peace process and often offers to host peace negotia- 
tions as a mediator. The United States has a close relationship 
with Jordan spanning over 60 years and we work side by side with 
Jordanians in multiple areas, from security cooperation and coun- 
terterrorism to economic development and humanitarian assist- 
ance. This resolution is not simply recognition of that friendship, 
it is a reaffirmation of the importance of the United States and Jor- 
dan’s partnership as a key element of U.S. strategic interests in the 
Middle East. 

The horrific violence in neighboring Syria is threatening to desta- 
bilize an entire region. Jordan has worked closely with the United 
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Nations’ High Commissioner for Refugees to host an increasing 
number of refugees. According to the UNHCR, Jordan is currently 
hosting approximately 500,000 refugees and the number increases 
with each passing day. The number of refugees in Jordan accounts 
for almost 8 percent of the Jordanian population. This is a heavy 
burden for Jordan that cannot be underestimated. And I am 
pleased to recognize the friendship between the American people 
and the people of Jordan working toward peace and security in the 
Middle East. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, I yield back. 

Mr. Connolly. Would my colleague yield? 

Mr. Meeks. I yield. 

Mr. Connolly. I thank my colleague for yielding. I just want to 
add my voice to his and my other colleagues in supporting the leg- 
islation before us today. I am particularly proud of being an origi- 
nal co-sponsor of the Vietnam Human Rights Act where human 
rights violations continue. And I am pleased to support the legisla- 
tion in front of us. And I want to thank the chairman and ranking 
member and echo your sentiments about the bipartisan manner in 
which they have conducted the business of this committee. And 
with that, I yield back to my colleague. 

Mr. Meeks. I yield back my time. 

Chairman ROYCE. Thank you, Mr. Connolly, and Mr. Meeks. We 
go to Mr. Smith. 

Mr. Smith. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I, too, want to 
thank you and the ranking member, Eliot Engel, for the way you 
have conducted this committee and working in a very robust, bipar- 
tisan manner. And I support all four of the pieces of legislation 
that are under consideration. I want to thank you especially for 
bringing the Vietnam Human Rights Act before the committee. 
Previously we brought this to the floor of the House and it passed 
overwhelmingly. There were people who said things were improv- 
ing in Vietnam, but of course, the record, as discussed at a hearing 
on June 4, clearly shows that there has been significant deteriora- 
tion. Human Rights Watch testified on June 4th that in the first 
few months of 2013, more people have been convicted in political 
trials as in the whole of last year, in all of 2012. They pointed out 
how the trendlines have been worsening and that the governance 
by Vietnam is characterized by brutality and systematic suppres- 
sion of freedom of expression, association, and peaceful assembly. 
We heard at our hearing from a Vietnamese woman who was 
forced to work in a brothel in Russia with 14 other Vietnamese 
women. Last year, we heard at another hearing about a group of 
Vietnamese workers who were trafficked to Jordan. In each of 
these cases, and they are only the tip of the iceberg, officials from 
the Vietnamese Government not only failed to assist the victims, 
but instead were directly complicit in this egregious exploitation of 
women. 

We also heard from a number of people, Christians and Khmer 
Krom Buddhist monks who testified before the committee and told 
how each of their belief groups were being systematically harassed, 
imprisoned, and even forced to renounce their faith, particularly 
the Montagnards. 
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It is imperative that the United States Government send an un- 
equivocal message to the Vietnamese regime that it must end its 
escalating human rights abuses of its own citizens. This legislation 
seeks to do that by setting out very clear and very attainable 
benchmarks and calls for substantial progress in respecting free- 
dom of religion, releasing all religious prisoners, respecting the 
rights of freedom of expression, assembly, and association, and re- 
leasing all political prisoners, independent journalists, and labor 
activists, repealing and revising laws that criminalize peaceful dis- 
sent, independent media, unsanctioned religious activity, so-called 
unsanctioned, and nonviolent demonstrations in accordance with 
human rights standards, and of course, respecting the human 
rights of all ethnic groups and taking all appropriate steps includ- 
ing prosecution of government officials and government complicity 
in human trafficking. 

I would note parenthetically the first case that was brought 
against Vietnamese officials pursuant to legislation that I authored 
in 2000 known as the Trafficking Victims Protection Act was 
against Daewoosa which had a sweatshop in American Samoa and 
the Vietnamese Government to this day has not honored the find- 
ings of that court which held very high officials to account. As a 
matter of fact, they were promoted in Vietnam to higher positions. 
It is serious human rights situation and in a bipartisan way, we 
are trying to address it. 

I also want to thank you for bringing to the committee Ranking 
Member Karen Bass’ resolution, H. Res. 131, as amended by the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute. We have had several 
hearings on the Democratic Republic of the Congo. I, like other 
members, have been there. I have been to Goma and seen how hor- 
rific the abuse there is and this calls upon not only the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, but other border states to do far more than 
they have done to end the atrocities and the violence there. It also 
points out that the Atrocities Prevention Board, created in 2011, to 
coordinate U.S. policy to prevent mass atrocities and serious 
human rights violations should work with regional and inter- 
national partners to help bring the tragedy in Eastern Congo to a 
definitive end. The Atrocities Prevention Board is directed to ad- 
dress, prevent, and ensure accountability for serious violations of 
humanitarian law and we are calling on them to do far more than 
we think that they have done so far. So very fine resolution and 
again, in a bipartisan way, I am glad to join Karen Bass as a co- 
sponsor of her bill. 

Chairman ROYCE. Mr. Schneider is recognized. 

Mr. Schneider. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and let me also say 
thank you to the chairman and the ranking member for the leader- 
ship on this committee and the bipartisan way we approach all of 
the issues we face. I am proud to fully support all four resolutions 
and I am grateful as well for the leadership of many on this com- 
mittee in speaking out and acting on human rights on oversight 
and let me focus, in particular, on Jordan. 

H. Res. 222, recognizing Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan for its 
long partnership with the United States, its commitment to peace 
and security in the region, its leadership and promotion of peace 
with its neighbor, Israel, and in particular at this moment, its con- 
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tribution toward dealing with both political and humanitarian cri- 
sis in Syria is crucial. Jordan has been a U.S. ally for over six dec- 
ades. Nearly two decades ago, Jordan signed the historic peace 
treaty with Israel and in a sense under the leadership of King 
Abdullah II, actively and constructively sought progress toward 
peace, between Israelis and Palestinians. Jordan has been a reli- 
able partner with U.S. providing intelligence and resources in the 
global war on terror, as well as security and humanitarian support 
of the United States’ efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Of particular note, Jordan has been a refuge for people seeking 
security and sanctuary from sectarian violence in Iraq, Libya, and 
now most urgently, Syria. Already over 500,000 people have sought 
refuge in Jordan from the atrocities of the Al-Assad regime and 
some estimate that number may double before the end of the year. 

Jordan presently faces significant challenges in dealing with this 
massive refugee crisis and its associated economic burden. The U.S. 
can and must do more to assist the people in the Government of 
Jordan as the conflict in Syria continues to threaten the stability 
of the entire region. 

We must work in partnership with our allies in the region, in- 
cluding Jordan, to ensure the crisis in Syria does not break out into 
a broader regional disaster. The resolution we are considering 
today accurately identifies the tremendous assistance Jordan pro- 
vides throughout the region and recognizes our partnership in pro- 
moting both security and peace. I yield back. 

Chairman RoYCE. Mr. Bera, do you seek recognition? Before we 
go to you, I think Mr. Rohrabacher just indicated he would like to 
seek recognition. 

Mr. Rohrabacher. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and I 
would like to congratulate you on doing the drudge work in making 
sure that legislation gets put together and brought before us and 
the compromises and the wordings and all of the things that go 
into your job, you are doing a good job for us and especially on im- 
portant issues like we are discussing today and they are important. 
We are talking about human rights in Vietnam and in Africa and 
acknowledging Jordan as a very important player in the Middle 
East and an important friend of the United States. 

I would like to call attention specifically to the legislation and 
add my name to it, if we could, that references human rights in 
Vietnam. The people of Vietnam deserve special attention. They de- 
serve the special attention that this legislation gives them. We en- 
couraged the Vietnamese people during the height of the Cold War 
to resist the expansion of communism. They did so. They did so 
bravely, courageously, and unfortunately, their efforts were futile. 
We also, of course, lost 50,000 American lives and hundreds of 
thousands of wounded during that conflict in the 1960s. Let us re- 
member, however, that the Vietnamese paid a much heavier price 
for that conflict which was indeed one of the epic conflicts of the 
Cold War. And we, of course, left the Vietnamese to fight on by 
themselves. And a few years after we left, not long after we left, 
they were, of course, overrun when this Congress decided to cut all 
funds off to the Vietnamese Government that we left behind. We 
cut off all funds for any military support for a conflict that we had 
convinced them to get into in the first place. 
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With this history, Mr. Chairman, I think it behooves us to try 
our best to at least be on the record and to pressure the Govern- 
ment of Vietnam today to respect the human rights of its people 
to the degree that a government such as that government exists. 
It is hard to tell whether we can call them a Communist govern- 
ment as it is hard to tell whether or not the government in China 
is a Communist government, but we do know that the Government 
of China is the world’s worst human rights abuser. And we do 
know that there are major human rights abuses going on in Viet- 
nam. 

With this special relationship that we paid for and they paid for 
in blood, we do need to go on record strongly when their rights are 
being violated. One of the groups of people here being mentioned 
are the Montagnards. And I will have to note that back in 1967 I 
spent some time in the Central Highlands with the Montagnard 
villagers and found them to be courageous and I will never forget. 
They give these little bracelets out that go around your arm that 
means you are a member of the tribe or their clan, I guess, and 
I remember when they gave me one and years later I determined 
that the war in Vietnam was not in our interest to stay and lose 
so many of our young lives. It was so divisive for our people. 

And I remember the day I decided that I was in the shower actu- 
ally taking a shower and that bracelet broke at exactly that mo- 
ment. And I looked down and that bracelet was in the drain. I 
looked down and I said, “I wonder what happened to those 
Montagnard people who trusted me and gave me that bracelet. 
Maybe they are going down the drain, too.” Well, today, and for the 
last few years, those of us who have tried to remain true to the 
principals of human rights that I think our country stands for, 
know that we need to pay, we have a debt to pay to those people 
to pay special attention to those human rights that were violated 
and are being violated today by that vicious government that still 
controls and holds power, although how they can claim they gave 
so many lives to create this Marxist dream and there is no way 
they can claim that their economic system as in China has any- 
thing to do with Karl Marx because it is now an ultra-profiteering 
capitalist system. But it is more like a fascist system we should 
say. 

So thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, for again all of the leg- 
islation that you have worked through, especially this legislation 
that gives a very special attention to the Vietnamese people to 
whom we owe a great debt. Thank you. 

Chairman ROYCE. Thank you, Mr. Rohrabacher. We will go now 
to Dr. Bera, but before I do, I will remind the members we have 
competing markups and members may submit statements for the 
record and after we recognize our next few speakers, we are going 
to go to a voice vote as soon as all members seeking recognition, 
we have complied with that request. Dr. Bera, go ahead. 

Mr. Bera. And I will keep my comments brief. First off, I will 
speak in favor of all four of the resolutions. I also want to commend 
the chairman and ranking member for the nature of this com- 
mittee. Things in this town don’t always work very well, but this 
committee can be an example of what does work well by working 
together. 
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I want to speak specifically to H. Res. 273, particularly in the 
timeliness of yesterday’s hearing and the importance of getting the 
Broadcasting Board of Governors working. Anything we can do to 
move this process forward, it was disconcerting yesterday to hear 
how dysfunctional the Board is and that is an important piece of 
our strategic dialogue. It is an important piece of our diplomacy 
and again, I speak in support of helping us move this process for- 
ward. So with that, I will yield back. Thank you. 

Chairman ROYCE. Dr. Bera, thank you. We look forward to work- 
ing with you on that question of reconstituting the Broadcasting 
Board of Governors so that it operates in an effective way. 

I think Mr. Lowenthal was seeking recognition. Mr. Lowenthal. 

Mr. Lowenthal. Thank you, Mr. Chair. I support all four meas- 
ures before us today, but I am proud to be an original co-sponsor 
of H.R. 1897, the Vietnam Human Rights Act of 2013, an act to 
promote freedom and democracy in Vietnam. First, I would like to 
thank Congressman Smith for introducing this important legisla- 
tion and for you, Mr. Chair, for bringing it to the full committee 
and I would also like to thank you, Mr. Chair, for conducting this 
committee in a bipartisan manner. 

Mr. Chairman, H.R. 1897, the Vietnam Human Rights Act could 
not have come at a more critical time for the United States-Viet- 
nam relations. As we all know, the Government of the Socialist Re- 
public of Vietnam has benefitted substantially since the time that 
it normalized relations with the United States. Through its part- 
nership with the United States, the Government of Vietnam has 
gained access to the WTO, has received permanent normal trade 
status with our country and has expanded into American markets 
which is now worth approximately $25 billion a year. 

Now the Government of Vietnam wants to be part of the Trans- 
Pacific Partnership without any commitment to respecting human 
rights, religious freedom, and political rights of its people. Despite 
the fact that Congress has passed numerous resolutions in the past 
calling on the United States Government to pressure Vietnam into 
improving its human rights record, we seem to be getting nowhere 
with progress on the ground. On the contrary, the Government of 
Vietnam has stepped its crackdown on activists, dissidents, and op- 
position voices in an unprecedented scale. This is due to the fact 
that increasingly intellectuals, former officials, and those who have 
worked for the ruling authorities are speaking out against the au- 
thoritarian regime and voicing their opinions for justice and for 
human rights. 

As reported by the Human Rights Watch on June 19th, blogger 
Truong Duy Nhat, blogger Pham Viet Dao, who is a former govern- 
ment official, and internet activist Nguyen Chi Due, a former mem- 
ber of the Communist Party, they have been recently arrested by 
the Ministry of Public Security just for exercising their rights. 
Moreover, bloggers such as Truong Duy Nhat, Pham Viet Dao have 
both been critical of the Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Tan 
Dung and Vietnamese Communist Party Secretary General Nguyen 
Phu Trong, blaming them for mishandling the economy and calling 
for their resignation. It just goes on and on, Mr. Chair. Human 
rights abuses and crackdown on political dissents are on the rise 
in Vietnam. 
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While these activists represent the latest wave of crackdown on 
dissidents by the government, we should not also forget that many 
prisoners of conscience are still serving their long and unjust sen- 
tences from years ago and they remain today in jail. It is with this 
heavy background of human rights abuses that I implore this Con- 
gress to pass the Vietnam Human Rights Act of 2013 to send a 
strong signal to the Government of Vietnam to stand up for justice 
and human dignity. 

Just recently on June 1st, I, along with Chairman Royce and 
Congresswomen Loretta Sanchez and others, hosted a community 
town hall for the United States Ambassador to Vietnam, David 
Shear, in my district which is the heart of Little Saigon in Orange 
County which is one of the largest concentration of Vietnamese out- 
side of Vietnam. The overwhelming number of Vietnamese Ameri- 
cans and local, elected officials who attended the event called on 
Congress to pass the Vietnam Human Rights Act. Today, I am ask- 
ing for the same. 

Freedom, democracy, and human rights must be a part of any fu- 
ture partnership with Vietnam. Let us support the people of Viet- 
nam by voting yes on H.R. 1897, the Vietnam Human Rights Act 
of 2013. Thank you, Mr. Chair, and I yield back my time. 

Chairman Royce. Thank you, Mr. Lowenthal. Do any other 
members seek recognition before we vote? 

Hearing no further requests for recognition, the question occurs 
on agreeing to the items being considered en bloc. 

All those in favor say aye. 

All opposed, no. 

In the opinion of the Chair, the ayes have it and the items con- 
sidered en bloc are agreed to. Without objection, the measures 
agreed to en bloc: H.R. 1897; House Resolution 131, as amended; 
House Resolution 273; and House Resolution 222, as amended, are 
ordered favorably reported to the House and staff are directed to 
make technical and conforming changes. And I want to thank 
Ranking Member Engel and all of our colleagues for their contribu- 
tions and assistance with today’s markup. The committee is ad- 
journed. 

[Whereupon, at 10:49 a.m., the committee was adjourned.] 
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FULL COMMITTEE MARKUP NOTICE 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6128 

Edward R. Royce (R-CA), Chairman 

June 27, 2013 

TO: MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

You are respectfully requested to attend an OPEN meeting of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, to be held in Room 2172 of the Rayburn House Office Building (and available live on 
the Committee website at http ://w ww .F orei giAffairs . house. govl : 

DATE: Thursday, June 27, 2013 

TIME: 10:00 a.m. 

MARKUP OF: H R. 1897, Vietnam Human Rights Act of 2013; 

H. Res. 131, Concerning the ongoing conflict in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo and the need for international efforts toward long-term 
peace, stability, and observance of human rights; 

H, Res. 273, Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that the 
President should nominate a qualified and independent individual for the 
position of Inspector General of the Department of State and Broadcasting 
Board of Governors to be confirmed by the Senate without delay; and 

H. Res. 222, Recognizing the long-term partnership and friendship 
between the United States and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, working 
together towards peace and security in the Middle East. 

By Direction of the Chairman 

The C.ommiuee on Foreign Affairs seeks to make its facilities accessible to persons with disabilities. !f yon are in need of special 
accommodaiions, please cal! 202/225-5021 at least four business days in advance of the event, whenever practicable. Questions with regard to 
special accommodations in general (including cn’oilabiltty of Committee materials in alternative formats and ^tssi stive listening devices) may be 
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Foreign Affairs Committee Markup Summary 

The Chair called up the following measures for consideration by the Committee. By unanimous 
consent, the four measures and two amendments (previously provided to Members of the Committee) 
were considered en bloc: 

1 . H.R. 1897 (Smith - NJC “Vietnam Human Rights Act of 2013 

2. H, Res- 13 I (Bassi . “Concerning the ongoing conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
and the need for international efforts toward long-term peace, stability, and observance of 
human rights.” 

a. As amended by Bass 1 1 (amendment in the nature of a substitute offered by Rep. Bass). 

3. H. Res. 273 (Royce/Engel) . “Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that the 
President should nominate a qualified and independent individual for the position of Inspector 
General of the Department of State and Broadcasting Board of Governors to be confirmed by 
the Senate without delay,” 

4. H. Res. 222 ('Meeks) . “Recognizing the long-term partnership and friendship between the 
United States and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, working together towards peace and 
security in the Middle East.” 

a. As amended by Meeks 1 1 (amendment in the nature of a substitute oftered by Rep. 

Meeks). 

The measures and respective amendments were adopted by voice vote. By unanimous consent, the 
measures (as amended) were ordered favorably reported to the House. 

The Committee adjourned. 
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Statement for the Record 

Submitted by the Honorable Steve Stockman 

Thank you, Chairman Smith, for addressing these four bills: H. R. 1897, H. Res. 131, H. 
Res. 273, and H. Res. 222. The Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, Global Human 
Rights and International Organizations and the legislation we discuss here is one of my 
highest priorities. The testimonies we heard today give significant insight to confirm that 
the conditions in Vietnam, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and Jordan are a grave 
and serious matter. 

HR. 1897, the Vietnam Human Rights Act of 2013, addresses the conditions of 
oppression in Vietnam. The Government of Vietnam is single-party Communist and 
forbids any challenge to the government, restricts freedom of the press, religion, 
association, Internet, telecommunications, and the right to organize. My district, Texas 
36, serves many of Houston’s suburbs and stretches east to the Louisiana border. 
Houston, and its outer-suburbs have one of the largest populations of Vietnamese- 
Americans and Vietnamese immigrants in the United States. In consequence, T hear 
detailed descriptions of these issues and cries of concerns from my constituents daily, 
U.S. -Vietnam relations reap countless positive results. Annual U.S. -Vietnam trade 
reached $25 billion in 2012. 

H. Res. 131, the Democratic Republic of Congo for Peace, Stability, and Human Rights, 
addresses the terrifying conditions of death, poverty, and crime. Locally, civilian women 
are faced with the immediate danger of rape, children are faced wit the immediate danger 
of child-soldier-slavery, and economically, the DRC is pursued aggressively by foreign 
nations who covet their natural resources, including elephant ivory going to extreme 
measures to take what they want. 1 have spent time in the DCR and have seen the 
suffering first hand. The basic rights to safety and the preservation of life should be 
fought for by neighbors and friends. 

H. Res. 222, offered by Committee Member Gregory Meeks, recognizes the effort and 
growth of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and calls on the U.S. Government to 
continue to help alleviate the economic and social impact of the terrorized Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordon. We must considering the gravity and potential of H. Res. 222, and 
its ability to help a country facing severe threats of the basic principles of life. The al- 
Assad regime has killed and displaced millions of civilians in Syria and continues to 
terrorize. 

Thank you again, Mr. Chairman, for holding this important markup. 
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